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Welcome to St. John’s Church
We are glad you are here, and we invite you to enter fully into worship this 
evening. When you enter our church with its crenelated tower, projecting 
gargoyles, stout buttresses, and warmly recognized big red doors, we hope you 
will see what St. John’s is all about: worship, community, and service. As we 
strive to live out the two great commandments of our Lord, to love the Lord our 
God and our neighbor, we hope you will find St. John’s to become more and 
more your spiritual home where so many others have already found a home. 
Help us to make this a place where God’s grace is freely shared by all. 

Welcome and Offering
All are welcome to make a gift and offering in thanksgiving to God 
for the many blessings we have received. To take advantage of our 
electronic giving options, please follow the QR code with your 
capable electronic device, or visit simplechurchgiving.net/app/
giving/st158149

Maundy Thursday
Tonight we enter the Triduum, the three-days’ space starting with Maundy 
Thursday and ending at the Great Vigil of Easter on Holy Saturday evening. In 
these three days we recall Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection. Through 
Christ we are saved and made free.

The traditional English name for today, “Maundy,” comes from the Latin word 
mandatum which means “commandment.” There are two traditional associations 
on this day: the institution of the Holy Eucharist and the command of our Lord 
to wash each others’ feet—the “mandatum” (John 13:4-5; we will not observe 
this ceremony this evening). The footwashing ceremony is an ancient practice of 
the church meant to remind us of our duty to love and serve one another and the 
world. Jesus taught that strength and growth in the life of the Kingdom of God 
comes not by power, authority, or even miracles, but by such lowly service. 

After the communion, the altar is stripped of all cloths and ornaments, and the 
clergy of stoles just as Christ was stripped of his garments. The Eucharist will not 
be celebrated again until the Great Vigil of Easter on Saturday night. 

The service has no dismissal; rather, the church continues to watch and pray 
throughout the Triduum.
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 The holy eucharisT
 VolunTary  Prelude, ‘Ave verum corpus’ Richard Proulx

 enTrance hymn 446    Hymnal 1982 newman

 acclamaTion and collecT for PuriTy BCP, page 355
 Gloria Hymnal 1982, S 277
 collecT of The day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray. Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before 

he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his Body and Blood: 
Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance 
on Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these mysteries gives us a pledge 
of eternal life; and who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

People Amen.
 Please be seated

 The lessons

 firsT lesson Exodus 12:1-14
Reader A reading from the Book of Exodus. The lord said to Moses and 

Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 
Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month 
they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 
If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest 
neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion 
to the number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without 
blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from 
the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; 
then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it 
at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They 
shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the 
fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it 
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raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fi re, with its head, legs, 
and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; 
anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. This is 
how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, 
and your staff  in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the 
passover of the lord. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that 
night, and I will strike down every fi rstborn in the land of Egypt, 
both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgments: I am the lord. The blood shall be a sign for 
you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of 
Egypt. This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall 
celebrate it as a festival to the lord; throughout your generations 
you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 116   Dilexi, quoniam Tone II

 Cantor I love the lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication,* 
 ALL  because he has inclined his ear to me 
   whenever I called / upon him.   

10 How shall I repay the Lord *
   for all the good things he has / done for me?

11 I will lift up the cup of salvation *
   and call upon the Name / of the lord.  

12 I will fulfi ll my vows to the Lord *
   in the presence of all  /his people. 

13 Precious in the sight of the Lord *
   is the death of / his servants. 

14 O lord, I am your servant; *
   I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;
   you have freed me / from my bonds.  

15 I will off er you the sacrifi ce of thanksgiving *
   and call upon the Name / of the lord.   
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 16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *
   in the presence of all / his people.
 17 In the courts of the lord’s house, *
   in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. / Hal-le-lujah.
 second lesson      1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Reader A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians: For I 

received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the 
Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my 
body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same 
way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  

Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.
 hymn 74     LEVAS II Hymnal cherePoni

 GosPel lesson      John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Deacon Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour 

had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon 
Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the 
Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come 
from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off 
his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to 
wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to 
Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, 
but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never 
wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no 
share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only 
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but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has 
bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely 
clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew 
who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are 
clean.” After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had 
returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have 
done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, 
for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set 
you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 
Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor 
are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know 
these things, you are blessed if you do them.... Now the Son of 
Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God 
has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and 
will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little 
longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say 
to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, 
you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 Silence is kept for a space
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
 sermon Deacon McCoy

 an acT of humiliTy, rePenTance, and renewal 
 All stand. The Celebrant addresses the people, saying
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, the Lord Jesus suffered for us, leaving us 

an example that we might follow in his steps. In his incarnation he 
took our human flesh and lived among us for a time. He came not 
to be served but to serve, and to give up his life for us. Christ died 
for us, once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might 
bring us to God, in whose image we have been created. 

 In Baptism we have died in the flesh and been made alive in the 



7

Spirit. We have been buried with Christ, that we might share in his 
resurrection. 

 As we celebrate the mystery of our Lord’s death and resurrection, 
let us come before God in penitence, praying that God’s image in us 
may be restored, and that we may be renewed in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. I ask you, therefore: 

 Do you place your faith in God, who created the world, and in 
whose image you are made? 

People We do. 
Celebrant Do you place your hope in Jesus Christ, who died for you and was 

raised from the dead? 
People We do. 
Celebrant Do you place your trust in God’s Holy Spirit, who empowers and 

directs your life in accordance with God’s will? 
People We do. 
Celebrant Do you repent of the sin which has separated you from God, and 

marred God’s image in you? 
People We repent. 
Celebrant Do you accept again the cleansing from the power of sin, which 

you first received in your Baptism? 
People We do. 
Celebrant Will you model your life on the example of your Lord, Jesus Christ? 
People With the help of God, we will. 
Celebrant Will you take up your cross, and follow Christ? 
People With the help of God, we will. 
Celebrant Will you seek to serve God and God’s people, and not only to be 

served? 
People We will, after the example of Christ. 
Celebrant Will you recognize in others the image of God in which you and 

they are made? 
People We will, after the example of Christ. 
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Celebrant Will you be faithful in worship, in reading holy Scripture, and in 
prayer? 

People We will, by the grace of God’s Holy Spirit. 
Celebrant Will you use your gifts in the service of Christ’s Body, the Church? 
People  We will, by the grace of God’s Holy Spirit.

Celebrant Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do 
for the least of our brothers and sisters we do also for you: give us 
the will to be the servant of others as you were the servant of all, 
and gave up your life and died for us, but are alive and reign, now 
and for ever. Amen.

 Prayers of The PeoPle
Deacon In the power of the Spirit let us pray to the Father through Christ 

the Savior of the world.
Leader Father, on this, the night he was betrayed, your Son Jesus Christ 

washed his disciples’ feet. We commit ourselves to follow his 
example of love and service. Lord, hear us,

ALL And humble us.
Leader On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one. We pray for the 

unity of your Church. Lord, hear us,
ALL And unite us.
Leader On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through his 

disciples’ message. We pray for the mission of your Church. Lord, 
hear us,

ALL And renew our zeal.
Leader  On this night, he commanded us to love one another. We pray for 

all who serve in the military, especially ____. Lord, hear us,
ALL   And help us serve one another.
Leader  On this night, he commanded his disciples to love, but suffered 

rejection himself. We pray for the rejected and unloved, and the sick 
and the suffering, especially ____. Lord, hear us,

ALL And fill us with your love.
Leader  On this night, he reminded his disciples that if the world hated 

them it hated him first. We pray for those who are persecuted for 
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their faith, and for ___ and all who will be baptized at Easter, and 
___ who will receive first Holy Communion. Lord, hear us,

ALL And give us your peace.
Leader  On this night, he accepted the cup of death and looked forward to 

the new wine of the kingdom. We remember ___ and all those who 
have died in the peace of Christ. 

 Lord, hear us,
ALL  And welcome all your children into paradise.
Celebrant  Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; 

my own peace I leave with you:” Regard not our sins, but the faith 
of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly 
City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, 
now and for ever.

People The peace of the Lord be always with you.
ALL  And also with you.
 announcemenTs

 The holy communion

 anThem Victor Johnson
Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est. 
Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor. 
Exsultemus et in ipso jucundemur.
Timeamus et amemus Deum vivum.
Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero.
[Where charity and love are found, God is there.
The love of Christ has gathered us together.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Let us revere and love the living God.
And let us love one another with a sincere heart.]
 —Maundy Thursday antiphon

 The GreaT ThanksGiVinG Eucharistic Prayer D, BCP page 372
 Sanctus Hymnal 1982, S 124
 The lord’s Prayer BCP, page 364
 BreakinG The Bread Hymnal 1982, S 169

My flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed, says the Lord.
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 The inViTaTion  BCP, page 364
 All baptized Christians are welcome to come forward and to receive Holy 

Communion or a blessing.
Please join in singing this response during the distribution of Holy 
Communion.

At the conclusion of the meal, the Blessed Sacrament will be carried to 
the Altar of Repose in St. Mary’s Chapel. All may follow the Procession, 
singing the following Hymn.

 hymn PanGe linGua
Text: Thomas Aquinas, 1263; tr. The Hymnal 1940, rev. 

Tune: Sarum Plainsong, Mode 3
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 PosTcommunion Prayer
ALL Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

 sTriPPinG The alTar

 Under the Deacon’s instructions and guidance, you are invited to join in 
the Stripping of the Altar.

 This ancient practice is a reminder of the emptying by Christ of his life—
completing all his earthly possessions and relationships, an emptying-out 
that was finished when he relinquished his spirit to the Father on the Cross 
on Good Friday. 

 The stripping of the altar will be conducted in silence. We strip the altar as 
Christ’s body was stripped in his humiliation. 
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 The choir will chant Psalm 22 after the Stripping of the Altar. The 
service has no dismissal; rather, the church continues to watch and pray 
throughout the Triduum.

 After the stripping, please leave quietly. 
 A Vigil will be kept until midnight. All are welcome to stay and keep vigil.

Good friday serVices
Prayer Book Liturgy with Communion from the Reserved Sacrament, Noon

Choral and Spoken Meditations on the Seven Last Words, 7 pm 
easTer serVices

April 16, Holy Saturday 
The Great Vigil and First Eucharist of Easter, 7 pm

April 17, Easter Day
Holy Eucharist at 8 am

Festal Choral Eucharist at 10:15 am

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH IN SOMERVILLE 
A PARISH OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF NEW JERSEY

158 West High Street, Somerville, NJ 08876 
908.722.1250 • www.stjohnsomerville.org

The Reverend Canon Ronald N. Pollock, Rector
The Reverend W. Keith McCoy, Deacon

Mark A. Trautman, Organist-Choirmaster and Administrator

Copyrights: “Gloria” and “Sanctus” by David Hurd ©  1981, GIA Publications, Inc.; “My flesh is food indeed” by Ray W. Urwin is © 1985, Church Publishing, Inc.;
“Ubi caritas” by Victor Johnson is © 2015 by Choristers Guild; “Jesus, remember me” is © by Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Inc. 

All reprinted under OneLicense.net, A-729126


