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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
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Welcome 
We are glad you are here, and we invite you to enter fully into worship 
this morning. All are welcome to make a gift and offering in thanksgiving 
to God for the many blessings we have received. To take advantage of our 
electronic giving options, please follow the QR code with your capable 
electronic device, or visit simplechurchgiving.net/app/giving/st158149. 
Help us to make this a place where God’s grace is freely shared by all. 

Holy Eucharist at 8 o’clock
	 The service begins in the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), page 355
	 The Lessons may be found in the 10:15 portion of this worship bulletin (below)
	 Psalm 111 may be found on page 754 of the BCP
	 The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer B, may be found on page 367 of the BCP
	 Offertory Hymn 488  Hymnal 1982	 slane

a
Holy Baptism & Eucharist at 10:15 o’clock

Voluntary	 Praeludium in G minor	 Johann Pachelbel
Entrance Hymn 475   Hymnal 1982	 tysk
The Word of God
	 Acclamations for Holy Baptism	 BCP, page 299
	 Collect of the Day	 Epiphany 4, BCP, page 215
The Lessons
	 First Reading		  Deuteronomy 18:15-20
	 The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your 

own people; you shall heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of the 
Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear 
the voice of the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will 
die.” Then the Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. I will 
raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put 
my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that 
I command. Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak 
in my name, I myself will hold accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the 
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name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have 
not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.”

Psalm 111    Confi tebor tibi Randolph Currie/Grail Psalter
The antiphon is sung by the Cantor and repeated by all

Cantor  I will praise the lord with my heart, 
in the meeting of the just and the assembly. 
Great are the works of the lord, 
to be pondered by all who delight in them.    Antiphon

Cantor  Majestic and glorious his work;
his justice stands fi rm forever. 
He has given us a memorial of his wonders. 
The lord is gracious and merciful.    Antiphon

Cantor  He gives food to those who fear him; 
keeps his covenant ever in mind. 
His mighty works he has shown to his people
by giving them the heritage of nations.    Antiphon

Cantor  His handiwork is justice and truth:
his precepts are all of them sure, 
standing fi rm forever and ever, 
wrought in uprightness and truth.    Antiphon

Cantor  He has sent redemption to his people, 
and established his covenant forever. 
Holy is his name, to be feared.    Antiphon

Cantor  The fear of the lord is the beginning of wisdom;
understanding marks all who attain to it. 
His praise endures forever!    Antiphon

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
 Now concerning food sacrifi ced to idols: we know that “all of us possess 

knowledge.” Knowledge puff s up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to 
know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; but anyone who 
loves God is known by him. Hence, as to the eating of food off ered to idols, 
we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and that “there is no God 
but one.” Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on 
earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords— yet for us there is one 
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God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 
It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become 
so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food 
offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. “Food will not 
bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off 
if we do. But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a 
stumbling block to the weak. For if others see you, who possess knowledge, 
eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, 
be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? So by your 
knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. But when 
you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when 
it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I 
will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall.

Hymn  	 sharpe
		  Text: Michael Perry, 1989; Tune: Carl Haywood, 1997

	 Gospel Reading	 Mark 1:21-28
	 [Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he 

entered the synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he 
taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then there was 
in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have 
you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know 
who you are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, 
and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with 
a loud voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking 
one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands 
even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread 
throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.
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	 Sermon	 Steve Welch, Ministry Intern
Holy Baptism

Presentation and Examination of the Candidate	 BCP, page 301
Baptismal Covenant	 BCP, page 304
Prayers for the Candidate	 BCP, page 305
Thanksgiving over the Water	 BCP, page 306
The Baptism	 BCP, page 307
Welcome of the Newly Baptized	 BCP, page 308

	 The Peace	 BCP, page 360
Welcome and Announcements
The Holy Communion

	 Anthem  	 Alan Ridout
Let us with a gladsome mind,	 He the golden-tressed sun,
Praise the Lord for he is kind:	 Caused all day his course to run:
Let us blaze his name abroad 	 The horned moon to shine by night,
For of gods he is the God:	 Mid her spangled sisters bright:
He with all commanding might, 	 All things living he doth feed,  
Filled the new-made world with light:	 His full hand supplies their need:

For his mercies shall endure,
Ever faithful, ever sure.

	 —John Milton, based on Psalm 136

	 The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer B	 BCP, page 367
	 Sanctus	 Hymnal 1982, S-129
Lord’s Prayer 	 BCP, page 364
Breaking the Bread	 Hymnal 1982, S-172

	 refrain	 Blessed are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb. 
	 Hymn 294  Hymnal 1982	 point loma
	 Postcommunion Prayer	 BCP, page 365
	 Hymn 488  Hymnal 1982	 slane
	 Blessing and Dismissal
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St. John’s Parish Staff
The Reverend Canon Ronald N. Pollock, Rector, frronpollock1@verizon.net

The Reverend W. Keith McCoy, Deacon, kmccoy1@optonline.net
Mark A. Trautman, Organist-Choirmaster and Administrator, mtrautman@stjohnsomerville.org
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