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Welcome to St. John’s Church
We are glad you are here, and we invite you to enter fully into worship this evening. When 
you enter our church with its crenelated tower, projecting gargoyles, stout buttresses, and 
warmly recognized big red doors, we hope you will see what St. John’s is all about: worship, 
community, and service. As we strive to live out the two great commandments of our Lord, 
to love the Lord our God and our neighbor, we hope you will find St. John’s to become more 
and more your spiritual home where so many others have already found a home.  

Welcome and Offering
All are welcome to make a gift and offering in thanksgiving to God for 
the many blessings we have received. To take advantage of our electronic 
giving options, please follow the QR code with your capable electronic 
device, or visit simplechurchgiving.net/app/giving/st158149

Evensong
Episcopalians celebrate services called “offices” at the beginning and the ending of 
the day. These daily services of prayer and praise are rooted in the Jewish and early 
Christian traditions of saying prayers at fixed hours daily (Acts 10:9, 16:25). Many 
cathedrals, monastic houses, and collegiate chapels throughout the world celebrate 
these services regularly, and choral Evensong is one of the most distinctive parts of the 
Episcopal/Anglican musical tradition. Settings of the Magnificat (The Song of Mary) 
and Nunc dimittis (The Song of Simeon) have formed the foundation of our choral 
tradition since the first Book of Common Prayer in 1549. The pairing of these canticles 
at Evensong is meant to illustrate that God’s promise and fulfillment of salvation 
are a never-ending circle, just as the regular celebration of Evensong is a liturgical 
conversation that was begun long before we were here and will continue long after we 
are gone.
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	 Evensong
	 Please stand as the ministers enter
	 Voluntary  
	 The Officiant begins the service with this opening sentence

From the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my Name 
shall be great among the Gentiles, and in every place incense shall be offered 
unto my Name, and a pure offering: for my Name shall be great among the 
heathen, saith the Lord of hosts. 	 —Malachi 1:11

	 Invitatory & Psalter
	 Preces	 Harry Bramma
Officiant	O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir	 And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Officiant	O God, make speed to save us. 
Choir	 O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Officiant	Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
Choir	 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 
Officiant	Praise ye the Lord. 
Choir 	 The Lord’s name be praised. 

	 Phos hilaron   	 sung by the Choir	 Richard Proulx
O gracious light,
	 pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
	 O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!
Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
	 and our eyes behold the vesper light,
	 we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
	 O Son of God, O Giver of Life,
	 and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

	 Please be seated
	 Psalm 72   	 sung by the Choir 	 Tone VIII.2 
	 1	 Give the King your justice, O God, *
			   and your righteousness to the King’s son;
	 2 	 That he may rule your people righteously *
			   and the poor with justice.
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	 3 	 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
			   and the little hills bring righteousness.
	 4 	 He shall defend the needy among the people; *
			   he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
	 5 	 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
			   from one generation to another.
	 6 	 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
			   like showers that water the earth.
	 7 	 In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
			   there shall be abundance of peace 
			   till the moon shall be no more.
	 10 	 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, *
			   and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.
	 11 	 All kings shall bow down before him, *
			   and all the nations do him service.
	 12 	 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, *
			   and the oppressed who has no helper.
	 13 	 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; *
			   he shall preserve the lives of the needy.
	 14 	 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, *
			   and dear shall their blood be in his sight.
		  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
			   as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen. 

	 The Lessons

	 First Lesson	 Isaiah 52:7-10
Reader	 A reading from the Book of Isaiah. How beautiful upon the mountains are 

the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, 
who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” Listen! Your 
sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they 
see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into singing, you 
ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed 
Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

Reader 	 The Word of the Lord.
People 	 Thanks be to God.
	 Please stand as the choir sings
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	 Magnificat   Service in C minor	 George Dyson
My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
	 and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded 
	 the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth 
	 all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, 
	 and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him 
	 throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm;
	 he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, 
	 and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things, 
	 and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, 
	 as he promised to our forefathers, 
	 Abraham and his seed for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
	 world without end. Amen.

	 Please be seated
	 Second Lesson     	 Matthew 2:1-12
Reader	 A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew. In the time of King Herod, 

after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 
When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 
and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of 
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the 
land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you 
shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly 
called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently 
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
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stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 
their own country by another road. 

Reader 	 The Word of the Lord.
People 	 Thanks be to God.
	 Please stand as the choir sings
	 Nunc Dimittis  Service in C minor	 George Dyson

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  
	 according to thy word; 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
	 which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
	 and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
	 world without end. Amen.

	 Please remain standing and sing
	 Apostles’ Creed
ALL	 I believe in God, the Father almighty,

	 creator of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
	 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
		  and born of the Virgin Mary,
	 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
		  was crucified, dead, and buried.
	 He descended to the dead.
	 On the third day he rose again.
	 He ascended into heaven,
		  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
	 the holy catholic Church,
	 the communion of saints,
	 the forgiveness of sins,
	 the resurrection of the body,
	 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers & Responses	 Harry Bramma
	 Sung by the choir; please remain standing
Officiant	The Lord be with you.
Choir	 And with thy spirit. 
Officiant	Let us pray.  
Choir	 Lord, have mercy upon us, 
	 Christ, have mercy upon us. 
	 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
ALL	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

Officiant	O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
Choir	 And grant us thy salvation. 
Officiant	O Lord, save the State. 
Choir	 And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Officiant	Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
Choir	 And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Officiant	O Lord, save thy people. 
Choir	 And bless thine inheritance. 
Officiant	Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Choir 	 Because there is none other that fightest for us, but only thou, O God.
Officiant	O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir	 And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
Officiant	O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of 

the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we 
may see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Choir	 Amen.
Officiant	O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 

proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give, that 
our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, 
being defended from the fear of all enemies, may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior

Choir	 Amen.
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Officiant	Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and 
give thine angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give 
rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield 
the joyous; and all for thy love’s sake.

Choir	 Amen.
	 Please be seated
	 Anthem  	 arr. Ken Berg

This little light of mine,
Everywhere I go,
All through the night,
I’m gonna let it shine;
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
	 —African-American Spiritual

	 Announcements & Welcome

Carol	 Hymnal 1982, 109
		  Traditional English Carol
	 1  	 The first Nowell the angel did say

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields as they lay keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
	 Nowell, Nowell
	 Nowell, Nowell, 
	 Born is the King of Israel.

	 2  	 They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east beyond them far
And to the earth it gave great light, 
And so it continued both day and night. 
	 Nowell, Nowell
	 Nowell, Nowell, 
	 Born is the King of Israel.

	 3  	 And by the light of that same star
Three wise me came from country far; 
To seek for a king was their intent
And to follow the star wherever it went. 
	 Nowell, Nowell
	 Nowell, Nowell, 
	 Born is the King of Israel.
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	 4  	 Then let us all with one accord
Sing praises to our heav’nly Lord;
That hath made heav’n and earth of nought, 
And with his blood our life hath brought. 
	 Nowell, Nowell
	 Nowell, Nowell, 
	 Born is the King of Israel.

	 Concluding Prayers

Officiant	Let us pray.
ALL	 Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Officiant	Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through thy well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou 
wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of 
thy servants as may be best for us; granting us in thisn world knowledge of thy 
truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. 

People	 Amen.
Officiant	The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.	 —2 Corinthians 13:14
People	 Amen.
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Deacon	 Let us bless the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.
	 Postlude 

Please join us for a reception in the Parish Hall following the service

Assisting in Worship
The Rev. Canon Ronald N. Pollock, Officiant

Participating Chorister Programs
St. Paul’s Choir School, Englewood

Grace Church, Haddonfield
Grace Church in Newark

St. John’s, Somerville
Calvary, Summit

Diane Caruso, Mark A. Trautman, Directors
Dr. Evan Cogswell, Organist

Giulia Utz, Vocal Coach

a
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Diocesan Choir Camp, 2024
Choir Camp in 2024! Join us at Holiday House/Cape May in July 2024 

(dates to be announced). Choristers 10-18 years of age from the Diocese of New Jersey 
and the Diocese of Newark are welcome to join us. 

When: Sunday evening through Evensong on Thursday afternoon at 4 o’clock 
at the Church of the Advent. Everyone is welcome!

Why Choir Camp? The choir camp experience gives young choristers the opportunity 
to join with peers from communities throughout the Diocese and the region. 

This intense period of growth—socially, musically, and spiritually—
provides experiences that last a lifetime. Choristers leave choir camp 

with a sense of enthusiasm that they bring back to their respective parishes 
and communities that help spread the Gospel and grow the church!

Who may come? Young singers who are ages 10-18 are welcome to register. 
You do not have to be from the Diocese of New Jersey to register. Due to space 

limitations, we can only accept 25 campers, so register early!

Where: We stay at beautiful Holiday House, just around the corner from the 
Episcopal Church of the Advent in Cape May, New Jersey. 

Rehearsals are held at the Church of the Advent, who generously hosts us for the week.

Contact Mark Trautman at mtrautman@stjohnsomerville.org for more information.
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The Reverend Canon Ronald N. Pollock, Rector
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