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The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
June 16, 2024

Welcome 
We are glad you are here, and we invite you to enter fully into worship 
this morning. All are welcome to make a gift and offering in thanksgiving 
to God for the many blessings we have received. To take advantage of our 
electronic giving options, please follow the QR code with your capable 
electronic device, or visit simplechurchgiving.net/app/giving/st158149. 
Help us to make this a place where God’s grace is freely shared by all. 

Holy Eucharist at 8 o’clock
	 The service begins in the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), page 355
	 The Lessons may be found in the 10:15 portion of this worship bulletin (below)
	 Psalm 20 may be found on page 608 of the BCP
	 The General Thanksgiving, Prayer A, may be found on page 361 of the BCP
	 Offertory Hymn 589  Hymnal 1982	 walden

a
Holy Eucharist at 10:15 o’clock

Voluntary	 Prelude, ‘Foundation’	 Robert Lau
Entrance Hymn 636   Hymnal 1982	 foundation

The Word of God
	 Acclamation and Collect for Purity	 BCP, page 355	

Gloria	 Hymnal 1982, S-280
	 Collect of the Day	 Proper 6, BCP, page 230
The Lessons
	 First Reading		  1 Samuel 15:34—16:13

Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. 
Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved 
over Saul. And the Lord was sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel. The 
Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected 
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send 
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his 
sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And 
the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
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the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; 
and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what 
the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; 
I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me 
to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s 
anointed is now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look 
on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; 
for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him 
pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse 
made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 
Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 
“The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your 
sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping 
the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit 
down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, 
and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint 
him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him 
in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

Psalm 20   	 Tone VIII; BCP page 608

Second Reading	 2 Corinthians 5:6-17
	 we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in 

the body we are away from the Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, 
we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at 
home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim 
to please him. For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so 
that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether 
good or evil. Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; 
but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well 
known to your consciences. We are not commending ourselves to you again, 
but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to 
answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. For if we 
are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. For 
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the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for 
all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live 
no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. From 
now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though 
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in 
that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has become new!

Hymn 589  Hymnal 1982	 walden

Gospel Reading	 Mark 4:26-34
[Jesus said,] “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 
ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout 
and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, 
then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once 
he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” He also said, “With 
what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? 
It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of 
all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest 
of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make 
nests in its shade.”With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as 
they were able to hear it; he did not speak to them except in parables, but he 
explained everything in private to his disciples. 

Sermon	 Deacon McCoy
Nicene Creed 	 BCP, page 358
Prayers of the People

The response is Lord, have mercy. The prayer concludes: “...and all our life to Christ.” 
Respond, To you, O Lord our God.

Confession of Sin and The Peace	 BCP, page 360
Welcome and Announcements
The Holy Communion

	 Offertory Anthem	 	 Felix Mendelssohn
If with all your heart ye truly seek Me,
Ye shall ever surely find Me, Thus saith our God.
Oh, that I knew where I might find Him,
That I might even come before His presence.
	 —based on Psalm 105:4 and Jeremiah 29:13

	 The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A	 BCP, page 361
	 Sanctus	 Hymnal 1982, S-129
Lord’s Prayer	 BCP, page 364
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Breaking the Bread Ray Urwin
 Cantor, then all

 Cantor Those who eat my fl esh and drink my blood dwell in me, 
  and I in them.   REFRAIN

Hymn 505   Hymnal 1982 o heiliGer Geist
 Postcommunion Prayer BCP, page 365
 Hymn 594   Hymnal 1982 Cwm rhondda

Blessing and Dismissal
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The Reverend Canon Ronald N. Pollock, Rector
frronpollock1@verizon.net

The Reverend W. Keith McCoy, Deacon
kmccoy1@optonline.net

Mark A. Trautman, Organist-Choirmaster and Administrator
mtrautman@stjohnsomerville.org

a

Gifts at the altar: The elements are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
The Rt. Rev. George Washington Doane, Second Bishop of New Jersey.

Thanks to Leo Campos, cantor for today’s 10:15 service.
COPYRIGHTS: Gloria and Sanctus by Robert Powell ©1985 Church Publishing, Inc.; “My fl esh is food indeed” by Ray W. Urwin is © 1985, Church 
Publishing, Inc.; ,All other music is in Public Domain. Permission to stream and perform covered by OneLicense.net, A-729126


