CHORAL EVENSONG

The Second Sunday after Pentecost
June 9, 2024 at 5 o’clock in the afternoon

ST. JoHN’s CHURCH IN SOMERVILLE
A PARISH OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF NEW JERSEY

158 West High Street, Somerville, NJ 08876
908.722.1250 e stjohnsomerville.org



Welcome to St. John’s Church

We are glad you are here, and we invite you to enter fully into worship this afternoon.
When you enter our church with its crenelated tower, projecting gargoyles, stout
buttresses, and warmly recognized big red doors, we hope you will see what St. John's
is all about: worship, community, and service. As we strive to live out the two great
commandments of our Lord, to love the Lord our God and our neighbor, we hope you
will find St. John's to become more and more your spiritual home where so many others
have already found a home.

Welcome and Offering

All are welcome to make a gift and offering in thanksgiving to God for
the many blessings we have received. To take advantage of our electronic
giving options, please follow the QR code with your capable electronic
device, or visit simplechurchgiving.net/app/giving/st158149

Evensong

Episcopalians celebrate services called “offices” at the beginning and the ending of

the day. These daily services of prayer and praise are rooted in the Jewish and early
Christian traditions of saying prayers at fixed hours of the day (Acts 10:9, 16:25). Many
cathedrals, monastic houses, and collegiate chapels throughout the world celebrate these
services daily, and choral Evensong is one of the most distinctive parts of the Episcopal /
Anglican musical tradition. Settings of the Magnificat (The Song of Mary) and Nunc
dimittis (The Song of Simeon) have formed the foundation of our choral tradition since
the beginning of the Protestant Reformation. The pairing of these canticles at Evensong
is meant to illustrate that God’s promise and fulfillment of salvation are a never-ending
circle, just as the regular celebration of Evensong is a liturgical conversation that was
begun long before we were here and will continue long after we are gone.

We invite you to enter into the music and prayers this evening, allow them to transform
you, and to give thanks for the many blessings we have received.

Join us for Worship

Sundays, 8 am and 10:15 am
Tuesdays, 7 pm (in the Chapel)
Thursdays, 10 am

Staff: The Reverend Canon Ronald N. Pollock, Rector, frronpollockl@verizon.net
The Reverend W. Keith McCoy, Deacon, kmccoyl@optonline.net
Mark A. Trautman, Organist-Choirmaster and Administrator, mtrautman@stjohnsomerville.org




EVENSONG

Please stand as the ministers enter

INTROIT Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina
Sicut cervus desiderat ad fontes aquarum,
Ita desiderat anima me ad te, Deus.

[As the deer longs for the water-brooks,

So longs my soul for you, O God.]
—Psalm 42:1

After the Introit, the Officiant begins the service with these opening sentences from
Scripture

Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus
Christ. — Philippians 1:2

Seek him that made the Pleiades and Orion, that turneth deep darkness into
the morning, and darkenenth the day into night; that calleth for the waters

of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The Lord is his
Name. —Amos 5:8

I will bless the Lord who giveth me counsel; my heart teacheth me, night after
night. I have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I

shall not fall. —psaim 16:7,8

INVITATORY & PSALTER

PrecEs Harrison Oxley

Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips.

And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

Officiant O God, make speed to save us.

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

Officiant Praise ye the Lord.

The Lord’s name be praised.



Pros HiLaArRoON

LE CANTIQUE DE SIMEON
Text: Greek 3rd century; tr. Robert Bridges, 1899
Tune: Genevan Psalter, 1551
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Please be seated

Psarm 84 Quam dilecta!

O how amiable are thy dwellings *

thou Lorp of hosts!

chant: Herbert Howells
sung by the Choir

My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the courts of the Lorp *
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house,

and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young *
even thy altars, O Lorp of hosts, my King and my God.

Blessed are they that dwell in thy house *
they will be alway praising thee.
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Reader

Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee *
in whose heart are thy ways.
Who going through the vale of misery use it for a well *
and the pools are filled with water.
They will go from strength to strength *
and unto the God of gods appeareth every one of them in Sion.
O Lorp God of hosts, hear my prayer *
hearken, O God of Jacob.
Behold, O God our defender *
and look upon the face of thine Anointed.
For one day in thy courts *
is better than a thousand.
I had rather be a door-keeper in the house of my God *
than to dwell in the tents of ungodliness.
For the Lorp God is a light and defence *
the Lorp will give grace and worship,
and no good thing shall he withhold from them that live a godly life.
O Lorp God of hosts *
blessed is the man that putteth his trust in thee.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

THE LESSONS

First LESSON Acts 10:9-23
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. About noon the next day, as they

were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to
pray. He became hungry and wanted something to eat; and while it was being
prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw the heaven opened and something like a
large sheet coming down, being lowered to the ground by its four corners. In it
were all kinds of four-footed creatures and reptiles and birds of the air. Then he
heard a voice saying, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” But Peter said, “By no means,
Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is profane or unclean.” The voice
said to him again, a second time, “What God has made clean, you must not call
profane.” This happened three times, and the thing was suddenly taken up to
heaven. Now while Peter was greatly puzzled about what to make of the vision
that he had seen, suddenly the men sent by Cornelius appeared. They were
asking for Simon’s house and were standing by the gate. They called out to ask
whether Simon, who was called Peter, was staying there. While Peter was still
thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Look, three men are searching
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for you. Now get up, go down, and go with them without hesitation; for I have
sent them.” So Peter went down to the men and said, “I am the one you are
looking for; what is the reason for your coming?” They answered, “Cornelius, a
centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the whole
Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his house
and to hear what you have to say.” So Peter invited them in and gave them
lodging. The next day he got up and went with them, and some of the believers
from Joppa accompanied him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as the choir sings

MAGNIFICAT  Service in A major William H. Harris
My soul doth magnify the Lord,
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me,
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him
throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm;
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat,
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,
as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Please be seated

SeCOND LEssoN Luke 12:32-40
A reading from the Gospel according to Luke. [Jesus said,] “Do not be afraid,
little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell
your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear
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out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth
destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Be dressed
for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their
master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for
him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master
finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have
them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the
middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.
But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready,
for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as the choir sings

Nunc Divittis Service in A major William H. Harris
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word;
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Please remain standing and sing

APOSTLES” CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS & RESPONSES Harrison Oxley
Sung by the choir; please remain standing

Officiant The Lord be with you.
Choir  And with thy spirit.

Officiant Let us pray.

Choir  Lord, have mercy upon us,
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

ALL Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.

Officiant O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
Choir ~ And grant us thy salvation.

Officiant O Lord, save the State.
Choir  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Officiant Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
Choir  And make thy chosen people joyful.

Officiant O Lord, save thy people.
Choir  And bless thine inheritance.

Officiant Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir ~ Because there is none other that fightest for us, but only thou, O God.

Officiant O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Officiant O God, from whom all good doth come: Grant that by thy inspiration we may
think those things that are right, and by thy merciful guiding may perform the
same; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Choir  Amen.



Officiant O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do

Choir

proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give, that
our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we,
being defended from the fear of all enemies, may pass our time in rest and
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior

Amen.

Officiant O God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength

Choir

of those who labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank thee for the timely
blessings of the day, and humbly beseech thy merciful protection all the night.
Bring us, we pray thee, in safety to the morning hours; through him who died
for us and rose again, thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Please be seated

ANTHEM Kinley Lang
Esto les digo si dos de ustedes se ponen,
se ponen en acuerdo aqui,
en la tierra para pedir,
pedir algo en oracion,
mi padre que estd en el cielo, se lo dard.
Porque donde dos o tres
se retinen en mi nombre allf estoy yo,
en medio de ellos.

[Again, truly I tell you,
if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask,
it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.
For where two are three are gathered in my name,
I am there among them.]
—Matthew 18:19-20
ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME

All are welcome to make a gift and offering in thanksgiving to God for the many
blessings we have received. Offerings this afternoon will go to assist the residents and
workers displaced by the devasting fire in Somerville on June 5.



HymN ST. CLEMENT
Text: John Ellerton, 1870
Tune: Clement C. Scholefield, 1874; alt.
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The day thou gav - est, Lord, is end-ed, the dark - ness
We  thank thee that thy Church,un - sleep-ing while earth rolls
As  o'er each con - ti - nent and is - land the dawn leads
So be it, thy throne shall nev - er, like earth’s proud

falls at  thy be - hest; to thee our morn -ing  hymns a -
on - ward in - to light, through all the world her  watch is
on an - oth - er day, the voice of prayer is nev - er

em - pires, pass a - way; thy king - dom stands,and  grows for
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scend -ed, thy praise  shall sanc - u - fy our  rest.
keep -ing and rests not now by day or  night
si - lent, nor dies the strain of praise a - way.
ev - er, till all thy crea - tures own thy  sway.
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CONCLUDING PRAYERS

Officiant Let us pray.

ALL

10

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.



We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Officiant Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make

People

our common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through thy well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou
wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of
thy servants as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy
truth, and in the world to come life everlasting.

Amen.

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of

People

the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore.
Amen.

Please join us for a reception in the Parish Hall following the service
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